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A WARM WELCOME T0 THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR!

Dear Africa Center Community,

Welcome back to a new academic year! | hope your summer was restorative
and that you return to campus with renewed energy and curiosity. As we
open our doors for another year of scholarship, dialogue, and cultural
exchange, | am thrilled to see the Africa Center continue to serve as a
vibrant hub for engagement with the continent and its diaspora.

We have a dynamic calendar shaping up for the coming months. While the
full schedule will be released soon, keep an eye out for the lineup of guest
speakers for our “Eye on Africa” series, exciting talks through our continued
partnership with the Poudre Public Library and the “Africa Lecture Series,”
as well as new collaborative events across campus. There is a lot to look
forward to, and | hope to see all of you there!

On a more difficult note, the start of the new academic year brought some
disappointing news. Due to recent Federal changes to international student
visa guidelines, we have unfortunately lost the dedicated service of our two
graduate student Media & Communication Coordinators, Victor Kalalanda
and Rebecca Damenorki Suwu. They were integral to the daily operations of
the Center and brought invaluable perspectives to our team. | want to
express my deepest appreciation for their hard work, passion, and
friendship. They will be missed dearly, and | hold onto the sincere hope that
circumstances will change, allowing them to return to our team in the future.



https://africacenter.colostate.edu/
https://sustainability.colostate.edu/

At the same time, | want to celebrate the achievements of our
undergraduate fellow, Caty Dundas Gordon, who has moved on to pursue
degree-focused opportunities. While I'm sad to see her go, | am incredibly
proud of her growth and the contributions she made to our team. Please join
me in thanking her for her dedication and wishing her every success in this
next chapter of her academic journey.

| also want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the members of the Africa
Center Executive Committee. Their steadfast support and guidance
continue to be indispensable as we navigate this time of transition, ensuring

that our mission continues without interruption.

Despite these challenges, the spirit of the Africa Center remains strong. We
are entering this year with a commitment to resilience, inclusivity, and
intellectual rigor. | look forward to seeing old friends and welcoming new
faces as we embark on another year of discovery together.

Warmly,

David Riep - Director

POUDRE LIBRARY AFRICA LECTURE SERIES

The Africa Center is excited to continue our partnership with the Old Town
Library featuring Africa-centered talks by CSU faculty and students. Spring
speakers include:

Tuesday, September 29th - Dr. Steve Leisz
Tuesday, October 27th - Dr. Caridad Souza
Thursday, November 19th — Dr. Cynthia Brown

All talks will take place from 6-7PM at the Old Town Library Medium Meeting
Room (201 Peterson St.). We hope to see you there!




SUMMER SPOTLIGHT

CAMPUS VISIT BY SOUTH AFRICAN ARTIST SOPHIE MAHLANGU AND
ART EDUCATOR HELENE SMUTS

The Africa Center had a busy summer hosting two South African guests. Artist
Sophie Mahlangu gave an artist talk at the Gregory Allicar Museum of Art,
alongside a pop-up exhibition of her innovative work that combines historical
Ndebele aesthetics with contemporary forms. In addition, she and art educator
Helene Smuts, founder of the Africa Meets Africa project, gave a painting and
pedagogy workshop which was free and open to the public. The events were
made possible through support from the College of Liberal Arts, the Art History
area, the Gregory Allicar Museum of Art, and the International Folk Art Market
(IFAM).

Mahlangu gained international
recognition for her exceptional
beadwork, winning the 2020
Innibos National Craft Awards
in the Beading Category.
Based in Gamorwa,
Mpumalanga, Mahlangu
advocates for women's
empowerment through craft
and educates others in
traditional Ndebele arts
alongside Dr. Esther Mahlangu.




SUMMER SPOTLIGHT

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ARTIST TALK AND PAINTING & PEDAGOGY
WORKSHOP WITH SOPHIE MAHLANGU AND HELENE SMUTS




CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS:
GRADUATE STUDENT POSTER SHOW

Graduate students from across the university are invited to submit a poster
about their Africa-focused research. During this interdisciplinary event
graduate students will present their work to attendees and judges while
competing for six discretionary awards — up to $300 each (to be paid directly
into student accounts). The Africa Center wishes to showcase the amazing
stories of research and engagement that CSU students are involved with
across the African continent. Eligible students are those either conducting
research in Africa or whose work demonstrates important issues about Africa.
This event is an opportunity to display their interests and work and network in
a friendly and supportive environment. We welcome all graduate student
presenters.

RSVP for the Fall 2026 Africa Center Student Poster Symposium:

Date: October 29, 2026

Time: 3-5 pm

Location: Lory Student Center Room 386

Graduate Students with Africa Related Research or Work may submit an
abstract to participate using their CSU credentials at this link:

2026 Africa Center Graduate Poster Submissions

Abstract submission must have the following details in a Word doc:

Your email

Name

Masters or Doctoral student
Department

Deadline for abstract submission is October 15, 2026 5:00 pm MT.

Your abstract should be 250 words or less. Posters will be scored based on
the Objective/Purpose, Methodology/Design, Results/Outcomes, Discussion,
Conclusion, Impact, Poster Appearance/Layout, and Presentation. Judges will
likely be from outside of your field of study, so it is important to explain your
project to a lay audience. Judges may reach out with questions or comments
during the judging process. Posters should be printed with maximum
preferred size of 36"x48". During the poster session, presenters are expected
to be in the room with their poster to field questions from viewers and judges.
Need formatting help? Here is a helpful guide: https://guides.nyu.edu/posters
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkrjgjqoab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ehOZabaIR8ZtjxgoufDxyXB5C2wNdYmvYwsj5J7koRuTkPzjC-jt9Vfv7Q1-rkKGOzHDkP0muhct8oh-9-rpC3s79GXrJWENUxj4zmsb_307gYVAMVmcACQyYvqSRdi8b4FVMYJaFA9cl5CIAicRwDIMsebm9I_e%26c%3DJo4fRPko6F-dVgrYQoZECSnLdQ15ejRNuiLWBLzbhqnGcett9RlItA%3D%3D%26ch%3DloYjx2suPXXxoLTqtLWpF9ZxXr1ZiINGs7K6ZyVh_nW8vj8v5XRo3A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cdavid.riep%40colostate.edu%7Cf7a514361fd248d32a6108de05b2d13b%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638954462755902446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jSY5vhH8JTwuVMdddbCQAu1dPyGx8icJD3vrDHdCwyk%3D&reserved=0

SUPPORT THE AFRICA CENTER!

Your generosity helps advance research, teaching, and
community engagement focused on Africa and its global
connections. Every gift—large or small—directly supports
student opportunities, faculty research, and public
programs at the Africa Center.

Scan the QR code to make a secure donation and invest
in knowledge, innovation, and impact. Together, we can
shape a more informed and connected world.
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Want to add something to
next month's newsletter?
Let us know!
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