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Welcome to the February edition of The Africa Center's monthly newsletter! We are
delighted to share highlights from a vibrant month of community, scholarship, and dialogue.

Our February Coffee Social brought students, faculty, and friends together for connection
and conversation, welcoming 9 participants.

We also announced the postponement of the Eye on Africa: Return Peace Corps Volunteers
Series talk by Richard and Catherine Frazier, which we look forward to rescheduling soon.

Julia Munsaka's engaging presentation at our Poudre Library Africa Lecture Series on the
role of traditional leaders and local institutions when responding to disasters drew23
attendees and sparked thoughtful discussion.

As we look ahead to March, we are excited to host another Poudre Library Africa Lecture
Series talk featuring CSU's Brett Bruyere (Thursday, March 26th), as well as another Eye on
Africa lecture.

We are also proud to announce two new Calls for Submissions: our inaugural Essay
Competition and a Research Fellowship Award, both designed to showcase and support
innovative Africa-focused student scholarship. We encourage you to participate, attend, and
stay connected as we continue building a dynamic intellectual community.

-David Riep, Director



https://africacenter.colostate.edu/
https://sustainability.colostate.edu/

UPCOMING: STORIES OF AFRICA WITH BOB ON MARCH 4TH

THE

AFRICA
CENTER

FOR SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS & SOCIETIES
UNDER GLOBAL CHANGE

BOB
WALTERMIRE

Ethiopia, 1970-1974

RETURN PEACE CORPS
VOLUNTEERS

STORIES OF AFRICA

Revolt, Rescue, and Revolution at the Balé Mountains
National Park

Bob Waltermire graduated from the University of I I H

Massachusetts, Amherst, in 1970 with a B.S. degree in Fisheries

and Wildlife Biclogy. Two months later he was a U.S. Peace M A R
Corps Volunteer in Ethiopia assigned to the proposed Balé

Mountains National Park.Bob spent four years as Warden of the

Park and traveled extensively in Ethiopia learning about

Ethiopia’'s abundant and diverse natural and cultural resources, Bob met his wife Karel in
Ethiopia where they were married. Upon returning to the Unites States he rec daMs.
degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology from Colorado State University. He retired after a
career with the U.S. Geological Survey and has be ve at Trinity Lutheran Church, The
Murulle Foundation, and the Rotary Club of Fort Collins Breakfast. Bob and Karel have made
eight return trips to the park since 2003 and continue to work in Ethiopia with a small
business loan program for women and potable water projects for remote villages.
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INAUGURAL ESSAY COMPETITION: 2026 CALL FOR ENTRIES

In spring 2026, The Africa
Center is thrilled to launch its
new essay competition,
inspired by the phrase
“Thinking the World from
Africa,” a concept popularized
by Cameroonian philosopher
Achille Mbembe, the 2024
Holberg Prize

recipient. Through seminal
texts like On the Postcolony
(2001), Necropolitics (2011),
and Brutalism (2020), Mbembe
calls for an epistemological
and political reversal: instead
of viewing Africa as a
“problem” or object of external
study, we center African
histories, experiences, and
knowledge to rethink the
contemporary world, including
capitalism, race, technology,
democracy, ecology, violence,
and our shared future. This is a
bold invitation to challenge
hegemonic gazes and
recognize Africa as a vital site
for understanding planetary
challenges. We invite CSU
graduate students from Africa,
the African diaspora, or those
studying Africa-related topics
to submit essays responding to
this prompt: In relation to a
topic in your field of study,
what would it mean to Think
the World from Africa?

THE AFRICA CENTER'S INAUGURAL
ESSAY COMPETITION %

CSU graduate students £ —
from Africa, the African |

dmw; 5 and

individuals studying Ill I'eliﬂnn to a topicin your field ef 3

study, what would it mean to Think the
World from Africa?
Judging criteria includes bold, original
_ thinking that sticks to the theme

Winner gets
$300!
Word limit:
750-1000 words

APRIL 5 aT 11:59 PM
INFORMATION

For more information, visit
africacenter.colostate.edu
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2026 RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS ARE OPEN: APPLY NOW!

The Africa Center is now
accepting applications for
its Graduate Student
Research Fellowships to
support CSU graduate
students pursuing Africa-
related research! These
awards fund fieldwork,
travel, and projects
focused on key areas like
biodiversity,
conservation, health,
livelihoods, sustainability,
and more, empowering
students to contribute
meaningfully to Africa-US
collaborations.

Open to eligible CSU
graduate students
conducting or planning
Africa-focused work. This
is your chance to
advance your research
with dedicated support!

Apply how!

GRADUATE STUDENT
RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS

2026 Call forApplications

DEADLINE

Py
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The Africa Center is accepting applications for student research scholarships focused
on African social, economic and/or environmental sustainability. The research can be
conducted at CSU or in Africa. An award of $2500 will be made in Spring 2026 that
recognizes student commitment to African research excellence and impact on the
world. Funds will be deposited into students' accounts for tuition, fees, travel to the
field, equipment, or supplies for research. Funded students will present a poster of
their research achievements to The Africa Center in Fall 2026.

CRITERIA
Open to (current/enrolled) graduate students from all majors and colleges

Research may be new or ongoing; if the research is ongoing, please indicate the value added
to this scholarship.

Research is significant to Africa's sustainability and shows an exceptional presentation,
approach, and content quality.

HOW TO APPLY

Submit a single-page, single-spaced of the following: Name, Department, Advisor, Title, description of
the research, a budget, and how the research contributes to the sustainability of African societies,
environments, economies, and the student's educational goals.

A brief supporting letter from the nominee's academic advisor via email for the project is
required.

A successful proposal will clearly demeonstrate how the research is linked to African
social, economic or environmental sustainability and student goals. It must show how the
funds requested correspond to the research proposed.

m Submission:

cla_africacenter@colostate.edu
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Our first coffee social of the spring
semester was a fantastic kickoff! We
were thrilled to welcome 9 guests for
a warm morning of connection,
conversation, and community.
Everyone enjoyed delicious coffee,
fresh juice, and tasty snacks while
catching up and sharing ideas.Check |
out the photo highlights to relive the ===
good vibes!




BRETT'S LECTURE

Our next Poudre Library Africa
Lecture will feature Brett Bruyere,
professor and conservation social
scientist at CSU.

The event takes place from 6 pm - 7
pm at the Old Town Library Medium
Meeting Room (201 Peterson St.).
We hope to see you there!

COFFEE SOCIAL: MARCH

EDITION

Join us for a cozy morning
of coffee, fresh juice,
shacks, and great
conversation at The Africa
Center on Tuesday, March
24, 2026, from 9:00 am -
10:00 am. Come connect
with the community!

APRIL 24: AFRICA & ALE

Mark your calendars for Friday, April 24, 2026, from 3:30-5:30 pm as
The Africa Center hosts our annual end-of-year celebration. This lively
gathering honors the rich cultures of Africa while recognizing the
outstanding research, studies, and accomplishments of our CSU
community focused on the continent.

Enjoy good company, refreshing ales, and a warm toast to another year
of meaningful work. The event is free and open to anyone 21+, but
space is limited, so an RSVP is required (be on the lookout for this on our
website). We can't wait to celebrate with you!
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Professor, Human Dimensions
of Natural Resources
Colorado State University
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SUPPORT THE AFRICA CENTER!

Your generosity helps advance research, teaching, and
community engagement focused on Africa and its global
connections. Every gift—large or small—directly supports
student opportunities, faculty research, and public
programs at the Africa Center.

Scan the QR code to make a secure donation and invest
in knowledge, innovation, and impact. Together, we can
shape a more informed and connected world.

WANT MORE REGULAR csu_africacenter
UP[]ATES‘7 FULLUW US UN f csuafricacenter
SOCIAL MEDIA!

@ csuafricacenter.bsky.social

Want to add something to
next month's newsletter?
Let us know!

EMAIL US

The Africa Center for Sustainable Ecosystems and Societies under Global Change | Colorado
State University | Fort Collins, CO 80523 US
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