
NEWSLETTER

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Welcome to the February edition of The Africa Centerʼs monthly newsletter! We are
delighted to share highlights from a vibrant month of community, scholarship, and dialogue. 

Our February Coffee Social brought students, faculty, and friends together for connection
and conversation, welcoming 9 participants. 

We also announced the postponement of the Eye on Africa: Return Peace Corps Volunteers
Series talk by Richard and Catherine Frazier, which we look forward to rescheduling soon. 

Julia Munsakaʼs engaging presentation at our Poudre Library Africa Lecture Series on the
role of traditional leaders and local institutions when responding to disasters drew23
attendees and sparked thoughtful discussion. 

As we look ahead to March, we are excited to host another Poudre Library Africa Lecture
Series talk featuring CSUʼs Brett Bruyere (Thursday, March 26th), as well as another Eye on
Africa lecture. 

We are also proud to announce two new Calls for Submissions: our inaugural Essay
Competition and a Research Fellowship Award, both designed to showcase and support
innovative Africa-focused student scholarship. We encourage you to participate, attend, and
stay connected as we continue building a dynamic intellectual community.

-David Riep, Director

March 2, 2026

https://africacenter.colostate.edu/
https://sustainability.colostate.edu/


UPCOMING: STORIES OF AFRICA WITH BOB ON MARCH 4TH



In spring 2026, The Africa
Center is thrilled to launch its
new essay competition,
inspired by the phrase
“Thinking the World from
Africa,ˮ a concept popularized
by Cameroonian philosopher
Achille Mbembe, the 2024
Holberg Prize
recipient.Through seminal
texts like On the Postcolony
(2001), Necropolitics (2011),
and Brutalism (2020), Mbembe
calls for an epistemological
and political reversal: instead
of viewing Africa as a
“problemˮ or object of external
study, we center African
histories, experiences, and
knowledge to rethink the
contemporary world, including
capitalism, race, technology,
democracy, ecology, violence,
and our shared future. This is a
bold invitation to challenge
hegemonic gazes and
recognize Africa as a vital site
for understanding planetary
challenges. We invite CSU
graduate students from Africa,
the African diaspora, or those
studying Africa-related topics
to submit essays responding to
this prompt: In relation to a
topic in your field of study,
what would it mean to Think
the World from Africa?

INAUGURAL ESSAY COMPETITION: 2026 CALL FOR ENTRIES



The Africa Center is now
accepting applications for
its Graduate Student
Research Fellowships to
support CSU graduate
students pursuing Africa-
related research! These
awards fund fieldwork,
travel, and projects
focused on key areas like
biodiversity,
conservation, health,
livelihoods, sustainability,
and more, empowering
students to contribute
meaningfully to Africa-US
collaborations.

Open to eligible CSU
graduate students
conducting or planning
Africa-focused work. This
is your chance to
advance your research
with dedicated support!

Apply now! 

2026 RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS ARE OPEN: APPLY NOW!



Our first coffee social of the spring
semester was a fantastic kickoff! We
were thrilled to welcome 9 guests for
a warm morning of connection,
conversation, and community.
Everyone enjoyed delicious coffee,
fresh juice, and tasty snacks while
catching up and sharing ideas.Check
out the photo highlights to relive the
good vibes! 

PHOTO FOCUS: FEBRUARY
COFFEE SOCIAL

The Poudre Library Africa Lecture
Series wrapped up February on a
high note! Julia Munsaka, PhD
candidate in the Department of
Political Science at CSU, delivered
an instructive talk on the role of
African traditional leaders and local
institutions in responding to
disasters in Africa, sparking
thoughtful discussion and fresh
perspectives.We were delighted to
host an engaged audience of 23
guests who brought great energy
and questions to the room. It was a
meaningful evening of learning and
connection. Please check out the
photo highlights! 

PHOTO FOCUS: POUDRE LIBRARY AFRICA LECTURE (WITH JULIA MUNSAKA)



BRETT’S LECTURE

Our next Poudre Library Africa
Lecture will feature Brett Bruyere,
professor and conservation social
scientist at CSU.
 
The event takes place from 6 pm - 7
pm at the Old Town Library Medium
Meeting Room (201 Peterson St.).
We hope to see you there!

APRIL 24: AFRICA & ALE

Mark your calendars for Friday, April 24, 2026, from 3:30–5:30 pm as
The Africa Center hosts our annual end-of-year celebration. This lively
gathering honors the rich cultures of Africa while recognizing the
outstanding research, studies, and accomplishments of our CSU
community focused on the continent. 

Enjoy good company, refreshing ales, and a warm toast to another year
of meaningful work. The event is free and open to anyone 21+, but
space is limited, so an RSVP is required (be on the lookout for this on our
website). We canʼt wait to celebrate with you!

Join us for a cozy morning
of coffee, fresh juice,
snacks, and great
conversation at The Africa
Center on Tuesday, March
24, 2026, from 9:00 am –
10:00 am. Come connect
with the community!

COFFEE SOCIAL: MARCH
EDITION

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Your generosity helps advance research, teaching, and
community engagement focused on Africa and its global
connections. Every gift—large or small—directly supports
student opportunities, faculty research, and public
programs at the Africa Center.

Scan the QR code to make a secure donation and invest
in knowledge, innovation, and impact. Together, we can
shape a more informed and connected world.

SUPPORT THE AFRICA CENTER!
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